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May 2, 2011                                                                                    Brendan Woodruff (315) 868-9791
Legislators and Advocates Present Faces Against Fracking Across New York; Call on Governor Cuomo to Withdraw Fracking Plan

(Albany, NY) - The New York Public Interest Research Group (NYPIRG), along with a bipartisan group of legislators presented the results of the Faces Against Fracking photo contest to Governor Cuomo and called upon him to withdraw the Department of Environmental Conservation’s (DEC) revised draft Supplemental Generic Environmental Impact Statement (rdSGEIS) for high-volume hydraulic fracturing, or fracking.  Over the course of the spring, residents from all over New York State submitted photos that depict the wide variety of New Yorkers who oppose fracking in New York. 

“These photos represent New Yorkers from around the State who are calling on Governor Cuomo to put their health and safety above gas industry profits by withdrawing the rdSGEIS and not allowing fracking to go forward in New York State,” stated NYPIRG hydrofracking campaign organizer Brendan Woodruff.  “Not only is this a dangerous and dirty industrial activity, but the state’s review is completely inadequate and fatally flawed. Allowing fracking to take place under this document could lead to an environmental and public health catastrophe.”

Woodruff noted a few of the glaring deficiencies of the state’s plan. “The state did not conduct an assessment of the potential impact that fracking could have on public health; they have no plan to dispose of the millions of gallons of toxic wastewater, and they have failed to address the financial impact this will have on local governments, including damage to roads and increased costs for emergency services.” 

Democratic and Republican legislators in attendance also spoke about problems in the state’s fracking plan and highlighted the need for the state to invest in alternative sustainable energy sources. 

“I have often called hydrofracking the environmental issue of the century for New York State,” said Assemblywoman Barbara Lifton. “While we are moving in a greener direction in many areas, in the crucial area of energy production, we are heading backwards. I continue to call upon the DEC and the Governor to withdraw the very flawed SGEIS and begin developing a Marshall Plan for renewable energy for New York.”

Assemblyman Mark Johns highlighted the fact that any environmental damage caused by fracking could cause irreparable harm.  "Last year, I supported a moratorium to delay hydraulic fracturing in New York. Once you drill, you drill- and we should wait until it can be proven environmentally safe."

Assemblymember Brian Kavanagh said, "We must ensure that the State does not permit high-volume hydraulic fracturing anywhere in New York unless and until the process can be proven safe and the full impact on our air and our water can be assessed and addressed. Moreover, we should not let the appeals of this unsustainable industry distract us from the real work that needs to be done: we must aggressively develop alternative energy sources that don’t have the inherent disadvantages of extracting and burning fossil fuels. I compliment NYPIRG on the creative way they’re bringing the faces and the voices of New Yorkers from across the state to be seen and heard here in the capital, as we continue our work to protect our environment and our health."

DEC is currently reviewing the more than 60,000 comments received on the revised draft Supplemental Generic Environmental Impact Statement, which was released in September 2011, and preparing a final SGEIS.


To frack a gas well, millions of gallons of water, sand, and toxic chemicals are pumped deep underground at high pressure. This fractures the rock that has trapped the gas for millennia and allows it to escape. From start to finish, gas development that relies on fracking is an industrial process that threatens our public health and environment, especially our air and water. Despite the dangers documented in states where fracking has ocurred, from Wyoming to Pennsylvania, New York continues to ignore the concerns of countless people across the state and is moving forward. New York can’t afford to put short-term gas profits ahead of the long-term health of our water and our communities. 

The New York Public Interest Research Group (NYPIRG) is a statewide, nonpartisan, not-for-profit research and advocacy organization.  College and university students elected from NYPIRG’s 20 campus chapters direct NYPIRG.  NYPIRG areas of concern include; government reform, environmental preservation, consumer protection, fiscal responsibility, health care and higher education issues.

For more information on fracking and to view all of the entries in the contest visit: nypirg.org/fracking.
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