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NYPIRG STATEMENT ON THE HOUSE PASSAGE OF THE SPEED ACT (H.R. 4776)

(New York, N.Y.) Today, Congress voted to pass the Standardizing Permitting and Expediting
Economic Development (SPEED) Act (H.R. 4776), a bill that seriously undermines the
environmental protections guaranteed in the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA).

The SPEED Act largely cuts the public out of the federal decision making process on projects
that get developed in our backyards. For over 50 years, NEPA has given communities a seat at
the table on decisions that impact their environment, from pipelines to power plants to data
centers. This bill, championed by powerful lobby groups such as the American Petroleum
Institute, will lead to more fossil fuels and polluting infrastructure in New York.

This vote comes after years of attempts to undermine our bedrock environmental laws under the
guise of “permit reform.” This latest rollback of regulations by the federal administration and its
allies in Congress is a giveaway to the fossil fuel industry at the expense of the American people
and our clean air and clean water protections.

The following statement is attributable to Cecilia Ellis, NYPIRG’s Policy and
Communications Manager:

"Today the House passed the SPEED Act, a bill that will only serve to accelerate climate crises
caused by unregulated industry and further New York’s dependence on fossil fuels. This bill
attacks the core purpose of the National Environmental Policy Act -- education and
harm-prevention -- by limiting public engagement, restricting legal recourse, and empowering
special industry interests. This latest case of permitting deform is a gift to corporate entities that
seek to develop and profit without public accountability. We urge the Senate to reject this
harmful legislation."
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