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VIA EMAIL

January 9, 2026

The Honorable Kirsten Gillibrand
U.S. Senator

780 Third Ave - Suite 2601

New York, NY 10017

Dear Senator Gillibrand,

On behalf of the New York Public Interest Research Group (NYPIRG), and honoring the hundreds of
New York organizations that supported passage of the Climate Change Superfund Act, and all of the
state’s taxpayers who would otherwise have to pay $3 billion annually in additional taxes to cover the
costs of the worsening climate disaster, we write to applaud your recent public statement and submitted
amicus brief challenging the efforts by the oil industry and its allies to overturn New York’s law through a
claim of federal preemption.

We both understand why the world’s largest oil companies, who have made nearly one and a half trillion
dollars in profits since 2021 would want to see the law overturned. They, after all, continue to do what
they can to undermine any efforts to protect the public from the climate calamity. We cannot fathom why
New Yorkers would want to see federal preemption of New York’s law. If that effort was successful, it
would stick the public taxpayers here with the bill.

The Climate Superfund law doesn’t require the largest greenhouse gas polluters to pay all of the state’s
climate costs, just to kick a portion of the tab. As mentioned, these enormously profitable companies
have the money, New Yorkers do not.

This policy was passed with broad-based public support. As mentioned, hundreds of organizations
supported the legislation, while only a handful opposed (although they are considerably powerful). That
public support was evidenced in public polling as well. According to a recent poll conducted by Data for
Progress, 89% of New Yorkers support fossil fuel companies covering at least some of the cost for
climate damages. We are glad that you are standing up for their interests.

We appreciate your advocacy in protecting New Yorkers and urge you and other members of Congress to
stay vigilant as the industry moves from court challenges to legislative action in Washington. Please let
us know if your office hears of any such movement and we will make sure to let you know if we hear of
any. Again, thank you and please do not hesitate to reach out to us if you believe we can provide support
on this important issue.

Sincerely,

Megan Ahearn
Executive Director
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