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OVER 100 ORGANIZATIONS, STATEWIDE, EXPRESS COLLECTIVE OPPOSITION
TO ALARMING TRENDS IN NEW YORK’S ENERGY POLICIES

(Albany, NY) - Today NYPIRG, with broad support statewide, delivered recommendations to
state leadership outlining proper implementation of energy policies that will protect New Yorkers
health and pocketbooks. NYPIRG recommends that New York needs to invest in clean, safe,
predictable, renewable energy compelled by the Climate Law.

“The states that have invested the most in renewables over the last 10 years have lower energy
prices than New York. It is cheaper and less ecologically destructive to build out solar production
than gas facilities. New York's failure to boost solar production contributes to higher energy
prices.” said Blair Horner, Senior Policy Advisor for NYPIRG. “Electrifying New York
through solar production and battery storage will lead to lower energy prices and is a more
appropriate response to the climate crisis, which we have seen is wreaking havoc in communities
everywhere,” Horner added.

The Climate Act’s nation-leading goals and requirements, includes actions to achieve a reduction
in economywide greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions of 40% by 2030 and 85% by 2050 from 1990
levels. New York’s goals are attainable. For example, nearly 15% of Germany's electricity comes
from solar, while New York State generates a paltry 5%. The coalition claims that implementing

the state’s climate goals will help address rising electricity prices.
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AN OPEN LETTER TO GOVERNOR HOCHUL, THE NEW YORK STATE SENATE
AND NEW YORK STATE ASSEMBLY

January 28, 2026

Honorable Kathy Hochul, Governor of New York State

Honorable Andrea Stewart-Cousins, Majority Leader of the New York State Senate
Honorable Carl E. Heastie, Speaker of the New York State Assembly

New York State Senators

New York State Assemblymembers

Re: New York’s Failing Energy Vision

Dear Governor Hochul, Senate Majority Leader Stewart-Cousins, Assembly Speaker
Heastie, Members of the Senate, and Members of the Assembly:

We, representatives of the undersigned organizations, write to express our collective
opposition to alarming trends in New York’'s energy policies. Recent public
pronouncements have proclaimed a "new" energy vision for New York, but what has been
presented is nothing more than a myopic view of the future. An "all-of-the-above" energy
strategy, for example, is nothing more than an embrace of continued reliance on burning
fossil fuels (in clear violation of New York's widely respected Climate Leadership and
Community Protection Act, or "Climate Law") and promotion of the most expensive way
to generate electricity -- nuclear reactors.

Instead, New York should return to a vision that is positive in both the short term and the
long term. A vision that emphasizes affordability while acting within the scientific
consensus on climate. Implementing the Climate Law accordingly will save money and
lives.

In the past year, the Hochul Administration has approved an outrageously expensive gas
pipeline project, delayed implementation of the All Electric Buildings Act, failed to keep up
with benchmarks of the Climate Law,' and has consented to the continued operation of a
fossil-fueled, energy intensive, publicly unsupported Bitcoin mining facility in the Finger
Lakes.?

The fossil fuel market is volatile, unpredictable and continues to leave ratepayers
guessing and unable to financially plan for the future. For example, in October of 2025,
National Fuel stated that their residential customers should expect to see upwards of a

" Kinniburgh, C., “Why Did Hochul Back Down on New York’s Gas Ban?”, New York Focus, November 26,
2025, https://nysfocus.com/2025/11/26/all-electric-buildings-gas-ban-hochul-new-york.

2 Misdary, R., “Upstate NY Bitcoin mine agrees to slash emissions, will get air permit from the state,”
Gothamist, November 10, 2025, https://gothamist.com/news/upstate-ny-bitcoin-mine-agrees-to-slash-
emissions-will-get-air-permit-from-the-state.
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16% increase on their electric bills this winter.3 As a recent review of the New York
Independent System Operator recently observed, "Energy prices rose by 35 to 53
percent across the system, driven primarily by an increase of 42 to 66 percent in natural
gas prices."

Fossil fuels are dangerous, outdated and unnecessary. Each year an estimated 1,940
New Yorkers suffer premature deaths due to air pollution generated from fossil fuel
combustion in buildings, the most of any state.®

New York needs to invest in clean, safe, predictable, renewable energy as stated in the
Climate Law. It is cheaper and less ecologically destructive to build out solar production
than gas facilities.® New York'’s failure to boost solar production is leading to higher energy
prices.

Electrifying New York through solar production and battery storage will lead to lower
energy prices and is a more appropriate response to the climate crisis, which we have
seen is wreaking havoc in communities everywhere. Battery storage is crucial to a clean
and efficient electrical grid and will require continuation of improving codes, requirements
and regulations around large-scale facilities.”

Here are our recommendations:

1. Follow the Climate Law. New York’s law is based on the scientific consensus that
the burning of fossil fuels endangers the planet and that the world must wean itself off of
such power by the middle of this Century. Indeed, failure to do so will cost the state more
than complying with it. The increasingly likely failure to meet the upcoming Law’s climate
goals is a failure of will, not the targets themselves.® New York’s goals are attainable.

3 National Fuel, “National Fuel Forecasts Winter Heating Bill Increase,” October, 2025,
https://www.nationalfuel.com/news/national-fuel-forecasts-winter-heating-bill-increase-as-colder-weather-
returns-payment-assistance-eligibility-could-provide-more-than-1500-in-bill-relief-to-western-new-yorkers/.
4 Potomac Economics, “Quarterly Report on the New York ISO Electricity Markets Third Quarter of 2025,”
https://www.potomaceconomics.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/NYISO-Quarterly-

Report 2025Q3 final 11-24-
2025.pdf#t:~:text=%2D%20Energy%20prices%20rose%20by,fell%201.4%20GW%200n%20average.

5 Rocky Mountain Institute, “New York Emits More Building Air Pollution Than Any Other State,” May,
2021, https://rmi.org/new-york-emits-more-building-air-pollution-than-any-other-state/.

6 Storrow, Benjamin, “Wind and Solar Energy are Cheaper Than Electricity From Fossil Fuel Plants,”
Scientific American, June 17 2025, https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/wind-and-solar-energy-are-
cheaper-than-electricity-from-fossil-fuel-
plants/#:~:text=According%20t0%20a%20Lazard%20report%2C%20renewable%20enerqy,**Existing%20
gas%20plants**%20$24%E2%80%93$39%20per%20megawatt%20hour.

7 For more information, see NYSERDA, “Draft Fire Code Announced to Enhance Safety Standards for
Battery Energy Storage Systems,” July 26, 2024, https://www.nyserda.ny.gov/About/Newsroom/2024-
Announcements/2024-07-26-Governor-Hochul-Announces-Draft-Fire-Code-Language-That-Addresses-
Recommendations#:~:text=Governor%20Kathy%20Hochul%20today%20announced.is%20done%20safe
ly%20and%20responsibly.%E2%80%9D.

8 Office of the New York State Comptroller, “DiNapoli: Improved Planning Needed for New York To
Achieve Its Clean Energy Goals,” July 17, 2024, https://www.osc.ny.gov/press/releases/2024/07/dinapoli-
improved-planning-needed-new-york-achieve-its-clean-energy-goals. And New York Lawyers for the
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For example, Germany, with its cloudy days and cool climate expects to generate nearly
15% of its electricity by solar.® While New York State generates a paltry 5%.°

2. Focus on the least expensive ways to generate electricity, not the most. It is well
established that the still-not-commercially-licensed small modular nuclear reactors are
the most expensive way to generate electricity, community solar is the least.’'. Policies
that expand solar use are a far more affordable (and far less dangerous) way to generate
power, that that can be achieved through expanded reliance on battery storage. Nuclear
power is enormously expensive. Currently, consumers have had their utility rates jacked
up about half billion dollars annually to subsidize New York’s existing nuclear plants.'?

3. Adopt measures to fight utility rate hikes. New York’s residential electricity rates
are high, however, relative to the nation’s. But that has been true for years. For example
in 2018 — the year before the state climate law was signed — New York’s residential
electricity rates were ranked the seventh-highest in the nation.’™ In 2025, New York
was ranked eighth-highest.’ Still high to be sure, but the impact of the Climate Law’s
passage didn’t make a meaningful difference.

Moreover, the amount of energy generated by wind and solar is still, unfortunately, a very
small percentage -- under 10% -- of the total electricity generated in the state.’”®> How
could such a small percentage substantially drive increases in electricity costs? It can'’t.
The Public Service Commission recently reported that the state's Climate Law affected
residential ratepayers' electric bills by less than 10 percent (with a much smaller effect on
gas bills).

The current public concerns about the rising costs of energy are not the result of the
Climate Law but instead are part of a national trend.'® Nationally, utilities are scrambling

Public Interest, “Flouting the Law: Major State Agencies Are Ignoring New York’s Climate Mandates,”
https://www.nylpi.org/flouting-the-law-major-state-agencies-are-ignoring-new-yorks-climate-mandates/.

9 International Energy Association, “Germany,” see electricity tab, https://www.iea.org/countries/germany.
10 U.S. Energy Information Association, “New York State Energy Profile,”
https://www.eia.gov/state/print.php?sid=NY.

" National Public Utilities Council, “The Cheapest Sources of Electricity in the U.S.”, https://www.motive-
power.com/ranked-the-cheapest-sources-of-electricity-in-the-u-

s/#:~:text=By%20leveraging%20these %20funding%20opportunities,a%20big%20role%20in%20LCOE.
2 Knauss, T., “New Yorkers may pay billions to keep the state’s aging nuclear plants in business,”
Syracuse Post Standard, August 13, 2025, https://www.syracuse.com/news/2025/08/new-yorkers-may-
pay-billions-to-keep-the-states-aging-nuclear-plants-in-business.html.

13 Positive Change Purchasing Cooperative, “Electricity Rates in Your State,” January 8, 2019,
https://positivechangepc.com/electricity-rates-in-your-state-2019/.

4 'U.S. Energy Information Service, “New York Profile State Profile and Energy Estimates,”
https://www.eia.gov/state/?sid=NY.

5 New York Office of the State Comptroller, “Renewable Electricity in New York State,” August 2023,
https://www.osc.ny.gov/files/reports/pdf/renewable-electricity-in-
nys.pdf#:~:text=4%20As%200f%202022%2C%20approximately%2029%20percent,percent%20primarily
%20split%20between%20wind%20and%20solar.

6 U.S. Energy Information Administration, “U.S. Electricity Prices Continue Steady Increase,” May 14,
2025,
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to modernize the grid in response to the worsening climate and the resulting heat, storms,
floods and other catastrophes as well as the anticipated overload caused by the
expansion of data centers.’”” New York can, and must, do more via structural changes to
protect consumers — not from clean energy, but from an aging grid and energy "hogs"
including cryptocurrency and Al facilities.

Again, New York’s energy vision has become distorted. We urge you to follow our
recommendations and to keep a clear sight on the states’ energy needs.

Sincerely,

350Brooklyn
info@350Brooklyn.org
Mimi Bluestone, co-leader

350NYC

dfulvio@gmail.com

Dorian Fulvio, steering committee
member

Albany UU
Ibarron375@gmail.com
Elizabeth Barron

All Our Energy
George@allourenergy.org
George Povall, Executive Director

Alliance for a Green Economy
andra@agreeny.org
Andra Leimanis, Program Director

Alliance for Nuclear-Free NY
annerabe@msn.com
Anne Rabe, Co-Coordinator

Buy Local, Grow Local
BuyLocalGrowLocal28@gmail.com
Sandy Steubing

Campaign for Renewable Energy
bbe2@cornell.edu
Brian Eden Policy Coordinator

Capital Region Interfaith Creation Care
Coalition (CRICCC)
bcs0424@gmail.com

Barbara Spink, Chair

Catskill Mountainkeeper
ramsay@catskillmountainkeeper.org
Ramsay Adams, Executive Director

CCoHope Indivisible Environmental
Committee

Dariaweb@verizon.net

Daria Gregg, Chair

Center for Independence of the
Disabled, New York
msenack@cidny.org

Molly Senack, Education and
Employment Community Organizer

Center for Justice & Democracy
joanned@centerjd.org
Joanne Doroshow, Executive Director

https://www.eia.gov/todayinenergy/detail.php?id=65284#:~:text=Retail%20electricity%20prices%20have

%20increased,increases%20differ%20across%20the%20country.

7 Energy Central, “Power Under Pressure: Hardening the U.S. Electrical Grid for a Resilient Energy
Future,” https://www.energycentral.com/energy-management/post/power-under-pressure-hardening-us-

electrical-grid-resilient-energy-future-8xWbhhOZjzAQjtC.
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Church Women United in New York
State

smithmarym@yahoo.com

Mary Smith, Communications Chair

Citizen Action of New York
egormley@citizenactionny.org
Ethan Gormley, Climate Justice
Organizer

Clean Air Action Network of Glens Falls
(CAAN)

tracy.frisch@gmail.com

Tracy Frisch, Founder

Clean+Healthy
bobbi@cleanhealthyny.org
Bobbi Wilding, Executive Director

Climate Crisis Working Group (IMV)
margaret_reilly@mac.com
Margaret Reilly, Co-Leader

Climate Families NYC
laurel@climatefamiliesnyc.org
Laurel Tumarkin, Co-chair

Coalition Against Nukes
priscillastar4d3@gmail.com
Founder and Director

Colbert Collaborative LLC
colbertaylor@gmail.com
Taylor Colbert / Founder

Community Advocates for a Sustainable
Environment

rmfosterny@gmail.com

Ruth Foster, Board Member

D&G Consulting
lessardgary@gmail.com
Gary Lessard Partner with D&G

Deep Green Resistance NYC
mikebucci451@gmail.com
Mike Bucci, Director

Delaware-Otsego Audubon Society
sjohandley@gmail.com
Susan O'Handley, Policy Committee

Environmental Advocates NY
knadeau@eany.org

Katherine Nadeau, Deputy Executive
Director Policies & Programs

Environmental Justice Ministry of First
Unitarian Church of Rochester
jkeev101@gmail.com

John Keevert, co-chair

First Unitarian Church of Rochester
rchwilder8@gmail.com
Richard Wilder member

Food & Water Watch
eweltman@fwwatch.org
Eric Weltman, Senior Organizer

Fossil Free Tompkins
irene32340@gmail.com
Irene Weiser, Coordinator

Fridays for Future Capital District NY
fffcapitaldistrictny@gmail.com
Xanthe Plymale, Organizer

Grassroots Environmental Education
pjw@grassrootsinfo.org
Patricia Wood, Executive Director

Green Education and Legal Fund
dunleamark@aol.com
Mark Dunlea, Chairperson

Green Ossining
suzie.e.ross@gmail.com
Suzie Ross, C--Founder and
Chairperson
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Green Sanctuary Team - Albany UU
chuckmanning@hotmail.com
Charles Manning, Chair

HabitatMap
mheimbinder@habitatmap.org
Michael Heimbinder, Executive Director

HealthyPlanet
bobd@healthyplanetusa.org
Bob DiBenedetto, Executive Director

Hudson Valley Climate Science and
Solutions

mannajo@gmail.com

Manna Jo Greene, Coordinator

iEat Green, LLC
Bhavani@iEatGreen.com
Bhavani Jaroff- owner

Indian Point Safe Energy Coalition
eliewestcan@gmail.com
Marilyn Elie, Co Founder

Indivisible New Paltz
indivisiblenewpaltz@gmail.com
Pierrette T Farber, LMHC Co-Leader,
Indivisible New Paltz

Indivisible Scarsdale
indivisiblescarsdale@gmsil.com
Deborah Porder

Indivisible Ulster

Isakai@proton.me

Lin Sakai, Co-founder

Jewish Climate Action Network NYC
Jack@criticascience.edu

Jack Gorman MD Member, JCAN NYC
Steering Committee

Keep Indian Point Shut Down (KIPSD,
from SDIPN)
catherine.earthkeeper@gmail.com
Chair

Melissa Carlson, Architect
melissacarlson22@gmail.com
Melissa Carlson, Owner

Metro Justice
alice@metrojustice.org
Alice Carli, council secretary

Nassau Hiking & Outdoor Club
conservation@nassauhike.org
Conservation Chair

New Paltz Climate Smart Communities
npclimatesmart@gmail.com
Izzy Defino, taskforce volunteer

New York Climate Action Group
jk.nycag@gmail.com
Co-Founder

New York Lawyers for the Public Interest
cchen@nylpi.org

Caroline Chen, Director of
Environmental Justice

New York Progressive Action Network
cariyogi@gmail.com
Cari Gardner, Vice Chair

New York Public Interest Research
Group (NYPIRG)
mahearn@nypirg.org

Megan Ahearn, Executive Director

New York Solar Energy Society
Rsvp@nyses.org

Wyldon Fishman, President and
Founder

North American Climate, Conservation
and Environment (NACCE)
Jerry.rivers13@yahoo.com

Jerry Rivers, Environmental Scientist
and Climate Activist
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Northeast Organic farming Association
of NY

weskeeper@gmail.com

Wes Gillingham Board President

NYC H20
Ryan@NYCH20.org
Matt Maline, Founder & Director

NYCD 16/15 Indivisible
nycd16ec@gmail.com
Natalie Polvere, Environment
Committee Co-Chair

NYPAN environmental committee
msfinn123@gmail.com
Mary Finneran, Chair

NY Renews Coalition, 400+
Organizations across NY
Stephan@NYrenews.org
Stephan Edel, Executive Director

Peace Action New York State
emily.m.rubino@gmail.com
Emily Rubino, Executive Director

People for a Healthy Environment
dcouchon@gmail.com

Doug Couchon, Board Member &
Cofounder

Physicians for Social Responsibility -
New York

kathynolan@earthlink.net

Kathleen Nolan, MD, MSL - President

Progressive Schenectady
Progressiveschenectady@gmail.com
Katie Chao, Co-Lead Organizer

Project for Public Spaces
preichen@pps.org

Pamela Reichen, Director of
Administration

PUSH Buffalo, People United for
Sustainable Housing
dawn@pushbuffalo.org

Dawn Wells-Clyburn, Executive Director

Putnam Progressives
Antivirus@eeyore18.info
B. R. Lemonik. Lead

Queens Climate Project
meredithfaltin@yahoo.com
Steering committee member

Ratepayer and Community Intervenors
carolchock@gmail.com
Carol Chock, President

Rensselaer Environmental Coalition
rensenvirocoalition@gmail.com
Robert Welton, Treasurer, Steering
Committee Director

Residents Allied for the Future of Tioga
(RAFT)

gerriwiley@yahoo.com

Gerri Wiley, Facilitator

Rise and Resist
rar.environmental@gmail.com
Cherie Acierno, organizer

Sane Energy Project
kim@saneenergy.org
Kim Fraczek, Director

Sanford Oquaga Area Concerned
Citizens (S-OACC)
gail.musante@gmail.com

Seneca Lake Guardian

senecalakegusrdian@gmail.com
Vice President
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Sierra Club NYC Group, Greater New

York Fossil-Free, Nuclear-Free
Committee
catherin.earthkeeper@gmail.com

Catherine Skopic, Co-Chair NY Fossil-

Free, Nuclear-Free Committee

Sisters of St. Dominic of Blauvelt, NY

jagro@opblauvelt.org
Sr. Joan Agro, OP- Congregational
Secretary

Sisters of St. Joseph of Rochester
hrochester@ssjrochester.org
Holly Rockwell, Justice & Care for
Creation Coordinator

South Asian Fund For Education
Scholarship and Training Inc
safestusa@gmail.com

Mazeda uddin (CEO)

South Beach Civic Association
pressbca@msn.com
Joe McAllister

South Shore Audubon Society
russ@bassdozer.com
Russ Comeau, President

Sunrise NYC
cdmeforplanet1 @gmail.com
Catherine Du, partnerships
representative

SUNY New Paltz Environmental Task

Force
lipsond@newpaltz.edu
Daniel Lipson, Chair

Sustainable Finger Lakes
gay@sustainablefingerlakes.org
President

Sustainable Putnam
joe@sustainableputnam.org
Joseph Montuori, Executive Director

Syracuse Cultural Workers
andy@syracuseculturalworkers.com
Andy Mager, Coordinator

The New Paltz Climate Action Coalition
markvarian@hotmail.com
President

Third Act NYC
nyc@thirdact.org
Pat AImonrode, Co-facilitator

Third Act Upstate NY
margaret_reilly@mac.com
Margaret Reilly (Co-facilitator)

Tompkins County Climate Protection
Initiative

pbardaglio@gmail.com

Peter Bardaglio, Coordinator

Ulster Activists
amyrae52@gmail.com
chair/environment committee

United for Action
montane.fairing.0o@icloud.com
Elizabeth Kelley

United For Clean Energy
tina@bongarbiz.com

Tina Volz-Bongar

UU Congregation of Binghamton, Green
Sanctuary

wesernsberger@gmail.com

Wes Ernsberger, chair

UU Dig Community Garden

Lucerotc@gmail.com
Tyler Lucero, Co-facilitator
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]Vote Solar

elena@votesolar.org

Elena Weissmann, Northeast Regional
Director

WESPAC Foundation, Inc.
wespacfoundation@gmail.com
Nada Khader, WESPAC Executive
Director

West Branch Conservation Association
thal.terri@gmail.com
Terri Thal, Treasurer

Westchester for Change
svandolsen@gmail.com
Susan Van Dolsen, Co-organizer

Western New York Drilling Defense
candabowman@protonmail.com
Charley Bowman, Chair

Zero Waste Ithaca
info@zerowasteithaca.org
Yayoi Koizumi
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