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The New York Public Interest Research Group Fund (NYPIRG),
founded in 1976, seeks to empower, train, and educate the public
through research, organizing efforts, advocacy, and media outreach in
order to address significant problems affecting the health, environment,
civic institutions, and quality of life for New York State’s residents.

From our Executive Director
What a year. In 2017, the nation’s leadership unabashedly
prioritized the profits of powerful interests over protecting the
environment, public health, consumers, and democracy. It has been
disheartening — but, as always, NYPIRG has kept fighting and
winning for New Yorkers:






As the nation’s political leadership backed out of the worldwide
Paris climate accord, NYPIRG pushed for state-based clean,
green, renewable energy programs that can be models for
the nation.
As a climate change denier was put in charge of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency,
NYPIRG bolstered support for the New York Attorney General’s vital investigation into
whether the oil industry lied to the public about the dangers of global warming.
As federal officials gutted public health programs, NYPIRG developed new tools to enhance
the public’s ability to know more about their drinking water quality.

As a public interest organization, NYPIRG has to make sure that the public is protected from
toxics in drinking water, pollution that threatens health and causes climate change, cuts that
undermine accessibility to education, and efforts to slash the resources of corruption-fighting
ethics agencies. We need to represent the public’s interests to policymakers — at the federal,
state, and local government levels.
There is so much at stake. When policymakers are deciding how to respond to a deteriorating
atmosphere, threats to drinking water, and unsafe energy, will they only hear from the
powerful? We all know that special interests — greenhouse gas emitters, toxic polluters, and
other well-heeled lobbyists — will try to buy influence at the expense of democracy.
No one knows the outcome of these debates, but one thing is certain: NYPIRG stands ready to
assert the public's interest. Together, over the decades, we've accomplished so much. Thank
you so much for your loyal support.
Sincerely,
Blair Horner

Climate Change — Fighting for a Clean,
Renewable Energy Future
Climate change is the most urgent issue of our time.
The last three years have been the hottest in
recorded history, and a warming planet has dire
consequences. NYPIRG’s efforts have centered on
bolstering public support for a clean energy future
for New York State and curbing emission of
greenhouse gases.



NYPIRG and other environmental groups held
a series of news conferences calling on oil
companies to disclose their climate data and
highlighting the threat of fossil fuel development. The events featured a large 15-foot oil
barrel and activists voiced their support for the
oil industry to “Tell the Truth” about climate
change.



NYPIRG led the way in building a coalition of
hundreds of community and environmental
organizations across the state in support of the
investigation and garnered the support of
dozens of lawyers and scientists across the
state.



Volunteers at NYPIRG’s “Tell the Truth”
media tour in Syracuse, NY

NYPIRG and Toxics Targeting released a new analysis of government information
(nypirg.org/pubs/201704/ExxonMobil_News_Release.pdf), which showed a significant
failure to adequately clean up petroleum spills at a vast array of leaking pipelines, polluted
oil storage facilities and hundreds of contaminated gas stations across the state, some of
which were identified as problems decades ago. These facilities, described in government
reports as being associated with ExxonMobil or its corporate predecessors, span the state
from western New York to the Port of Albany to New York City to the eastern end of Long
Island. The report highlights the dangers of fossil fuel infrastructure to our environment,
and the need for increased state investment into the cleanup of these sites.
NYPIRG’s community outreach campaign knocked
on hundreds of thousands of doors across the state to
educate New Yorkers about the importance of taking
action to combat the devastating effects of climate
change, and sent regular email updates and “action
alerts” to our community action network of over 60,000
New Yorkers.


NYPIRG Executive Director Blair Horner testifies at the Joint Assembly Hearing
on climate change.

Community Right-to-Know
What’s In My Water?
New Yorkers have a right to know about the water
in their tap. In May, NYPIRG released “What’s In
My Water”, (nypirg.org/whatsinmywater/) a onestop, comprehensive statewide compilation and
analysis of New York drinking water systems, along
with an interactive, online tool for the public to
access information about their local drinking water
supply.
New Yorkers can use “What’s In My Water?” to:





Pinpoint primary aquifer and surface water
sources for drinking water within the state.
Identify potential threats to public drinking water facilities/sources.
Find regulated and unregulated contaminants identified in drinking water supplies through
test results.
Enhance public understanding of drinking water supplies and how to safeguard them.
The project contains two categories of data. Residents can
search by ZIP code for information on their local public
drinking water supply, and for recent testing data as contained
in government records. This data contains information on the
presence of regulated contaminants and unregulated
contaminants detected in their water. Residents can also
search a map to view potential threats to drinking water in
their local area. The site also contains other
helpful resources and provides information about
who to contact if residents have concerns about
their water supply.

The new website was covered
in more than 60 news stories
and NYPIRG’s community
outreach campaign directly
promoted this resource to
hundreds of thousands of
New Yorkers throughout the
state.
Front page feature about NYPIRG’s water
profiles project in the Times-Herald Record

Removing Barriers to Voting Rights and
Increasing Civic Participation
NYPIRG, in partnership with our sister
organization, the New York Public
Interest Research Group (NYPIRG
Group), conducted a large-scale, nonpartisan voter registration campaign on
college
campuses
and
in
communities across New York State —

registering
nearly
25,000 voters!
NYPIRG staff and volunteers register voters at the Times Square
subway station

National Voter Registration Day
NYPIRG, along with NYC Votes, the City University of New York, and other partners,
participated in the 4th Annual National Voter Registration Day on September 27th, registering
more than 8,000 voters in a single day – the largest effort in the nation!

New York State Constitutional Convention
Under New York State’s constitution, every 20 years voters
get an opportunity to decide if they wish to make changes to
their state constitution. The most recent opportunity occurred
during the November 2017 General Election. There are a
number of civic participation opportunities for voters
surrounding the Constitutional Convention, from learning
about the delegate selection process, to voting on whether or
not to hold a Constitutional Convention, to voting for the
actual delegates – and of course voting on proposed
changes, if any, to the state constitution. NYPIRG promoted
our “Convention-land: New Yorker’s Road Map to the
Constitutional Convention (nypirg.org/goodgov/concon/) to
inform New Yorkers about how the Constitutional Convention
process works.

Election Day Helpline and Poll Site Monitoring
On Election Day, NYPIRG conducted a voter
helpline in New York City to assist voters who
needed help locating their poll site or who
encountered problems at the polls. We also
published information to assist voters on
NYPIRG’s website and social media sites, such as
a voters’ bill of rights, and partnered with Voter’s
Edge to provide an online tool for voters to look up
their individual ballots. NYPIRG staff and
volunteers also visited poll sites to gain
on-the-ground feedback from voters about their
experiences at the polls and reported problems to
the local Board of Elections.

NYPIRG volunteers take calls and assist voters at NYPIRG’s Voter Helpline

Student Voter Registration Day
On March 17th, NYPIRG participated in the 3rd annual Student Voter Registration Day (SVRD)
in New York City. SVRD is a day to promote civic engagement among high school students.
NYPIRG was one of dozens of organizations that participated in the SVRD program, which was
coordinated by the New York City Council, the New York City Department of Education, the
New York Immigration Coalition, and NYC Votes. NYPIRG conducted SVRD programs at high
schools across the city. Students who participated in the program learned about why student
civic engagement matters, raised issues that mattered to them, were encouraged to take a
“Civic Engagement Pledge,” and had the opportunity to register to vote.

Promoting Open and Accountable Government
The
incredible
scandals
and
controversies that have rocked the
state capital in recent years have
provided an opportunity for NYPIRG
to research and offer best ethics
practices to guide policymakers in
their debate over needed reforms.
From campaign finance, to ethics
regulation, to oversight of the
lobbying
industry,
NYPIRG
continued to be a leading voice in
the call for ethics reform in Albany.

** Raising the Public Profile About the Need for Meaningful Ethics Reform **
NYPIRG published a series of op-eds and provided comment in numerous news stories
highlighting Albany’s lack of ability to enact comprehensive, meaningful ethics reform, despite an unprecedented number of scandals and convictions in recent years.

** Highlighting the Influence of Money in Albany Politics **
NYPIRG released the next in our series of “Albany Money Machine” reports, highlighting the
number of campaign fundraisers held in Albany or by Albany leadership during the 2017
legislative session – 183 in total!

** Calling for an End to Unjust Legislative Stipends **
NYPIRG also called on the New York State Senate to end the practice of allowing stipends
for senators who serve in a special capacity but who do not hold the position of committee
chair or ranking minority member.

** Promoting Clean Contracting Reforms **
Along with partner watchdog groups, NYPIRG called on New York State Senate and Assembly
Leaders to hold emergency oversight hearings on the allegations by the U.S. Attorney of
the largest bid-rigging scandals in state history, and promoted a series of clean
contracting reforms.

Protecting Consumers and the Public Health
Protecting the public’s health is a central mission of NYPIRG. Our efforts focused on policies
that put the interests of everyday New Yorkers over those of corporate and industry lobbyists:




Minimizing the risks of products containing toxins
Supporting policies that save New Yorker’s money
Bringing to light unscrupulous business practices

Nuclear Subsidies and Ratepayer Utility Bills
NYPIRG advocated for measures to
reduce government subsidies to aging
(built in the 1960s), inefficient nuclear
power plants.
Working with the Public Utilities Law
Project, a non-partisan utility watchdog,
NYPIRG released analyses of New
York’s bailout of three nuclear power
plants. According to the PULP/NYPIRG
analysis, everyone who pays for
electricity in New York will be hit by
the costs of the subsidy: residents,
businesses, municipalities, hospitals,
schools,
etc.
ConEd
residential
customers will see their bills go up by $700 million, Long Islanders by $500 million, and National Grid consumers by $465 million. The rest of the subsidy will be paid by cash-strapped
local governments and school districts, as well as businesses large and small, and even charitable organizations.
The impacts will be most severely felt by lower-income ratepayers. According to government
information obtained by NYPIRG, over 800,000 New Yorkers are already behind on their utility
bills, and many more are struggling to make ends meet.
NYPIRG and other environmental groups held a series of rallies protesting the proposed $7.6
billion bailout of nuclear power plants in New York State. New Yorkers voiced their concerns
about footing the bill for the bailout, and investing in nuclear power over wind, solar, and other
renewable technology.
NYPIRG will continue to make the case against wasteful subsidies as well as push for plans
to invest in 21st Century forms of clean, renewable power while protecting the interests
of ratepayers.

Consumer Victory on Auto Insurance!
NYPIRG played a major role in a critical victory for consumers in 2017 when the NYS
Department of Financial Services announced they will now prohibit auto insurers from using an
individual’s occupational status or educational level as factors when setting insurance rates.
The practice is discriminatory and unrelated to driving risks. The investigation into the practice
was in response to a 2014 NYPIRG report, which found that, all else being equal, a driver
without a college degree who works a “non-professional,” non-managerial job could pay
anywhere from 19% to 41% more than a college educated professional, for the exact same
coverage. In some cases, the driver with the better safety record still paid more if they had less
education and worked a “lower status” job. The new guidelines help remove insurance rate
practices that are not based on driving-related factors, moving the industry toward a fairer rate
setting structure.

Work and Save

Youth Tobacco Marketing

The easiest and most effective way to plan
for retirement is to have money come out of
your pay before you get your check.
Unfortunately, many hourly-wage workers
don’t have access to retirement plans at their
jobs, making it harder to save for retirement.

In September, NYPIRG published the third
in a series of reports highlighting the
prevalence of tobacco and e-cigarette
marketing around New York City high
schools. The report, entitled Still at Risk,
focused on tobacco marketing around
high schools in Bedford-Stuyvesant, Park
Slope, and Williamsburg, Brooklyn.

NYPIRG partnered with AARP in support of
“Work and Save,” a program that would allow
all New York wage earners to automatically
participate in a state created retirement
savings program through deductions made
by their private-sector employer. This
program offers a smart way to fill this void
and provide a vehicle for wage earners to
save for their retirement. Moreover, when
retirees have sufficient funds to meet their
expenses, they’re less likely to fall back on
public programs, such as Medicaid, as well
as other social services that form the state’s
safety net.
NYPIRG set up informational tables at
college campuses across New York State to
educate students about long-term financial
planning options and to promote Work and
Save. Thousands of students signed
postcards in support of the program and
NYPIRG will continue to support programs
that assist New Yorkers with financial
planning for retirement.

Improving Mass Transit

NYPIRG’s Straphangers Campaign remained
a leader in the fight for safe, affordable,
and reliable mass transit in New York City.
Our reports, media, advocacy, and public
education efforts highlighted the need for a
greater investment in transit infrastructure, and
for better and more reliable service for New
York City’s bus and subway riders. This past
year, the Straphangers Campaign:





raised public awareness about shortfalls in MTA capital and operating funds, which have
resulted in deteriorating infrastructure and severe delays in service;
worked to improve bus service as a lead member of the Bus Turnaround Coalition;
advocated for discount fares for New York City’s poorest residents; and
fought for increased accessibility for riders with disabilities – in the subway system and
through paratransit services like Access-A-Ride.

Bus Turnaround NYC
In 2016, the NYPIRG Straphangers Campaign, along with TransitCenter, Riders Alliance, and
Tri-State Transportation Campaign, launched the NYC Bus Coalition to improve New York City
bus service. In the fall, the Coalition
launched www.busturnaround.nyc — an
interactive website that utilizes the
Metropolitan Transit Authority’s Bus Time
data to make bus data more accessible to
New York City residents, stakeholders,
and community leaders. The website,
which is hosted by TransitCenter, has two
key features: (1) a route report card for
each bus line and (2) an interactive bus
ride-along where the user can experience
typical challenges that New York City bus
riders face, with a comparison graphic
detailing how the Bus Turnaround report’s
solutions could remedy these problems.

Fair Fares
One in four low-income New Yorkers cannot
afford to access New York City’s transit system
due to the cost of a MetroCard. In 2016, the
Straphangers Campaign joined the Fair Fares
campaign to highlight the challenges low income
riders face in paying for transit and to explore the
possibilities of new discounts for these riders. The
Campaign, along with staff and student
volunteers from NYPIRG’s sister organization,
participated in media events and actions at City
Hall and across the city, provided testimony at the
Transportation Committee on Reduced Fares for
Low-Income New Yorkers in February 2017, and
collected thousands of petition signatures
directed at the Mayor and NYC Council asking
New Yorkers stand up for Fair Fares at a
City Hall news conference
that they include a reduced fare program for lowincome New Yorkers in the city budget. While the
Council included Fair Fares in their proposed budget, it was not included in the final City
budget. The Straphangers Campaign will continue the fight for affordable transit for low-income
New Yorkers.

Victory for Riders!
January 1, 2017 heralded the long-awaited grand-opening of the 2nd Avenue subway — after
decades of advocacy by NYPIRG and other transit and community organizations. This system
expansion will help to ease overcrowding on the east side trains, and shorten commute times
for many New Yorkers.

State of the Subways
In December, the Straphangers Campaign released our
annual State of the Subways report (straphangers.org/
statesub16/) ranking the quality of New York City’s subway
lines from best to worst, and reporting on metrics that
riders care about, including on-time performance,
frequency of service, quality of announcements, car
cleanliness, car crowding, and car breakdowns.

Financial Overview and Contact Information

The following is an overview of NYPIRG’s income and expenses for the fiscal year ending
August 31, 2017.

Board of Directors
Jay Halfon, President
Ludovic Blain III, Director
Lisa Howard, Treasurer
Chris Meyer, Director
Neysa Pranger, Director
Executive Director
Blair Horner

Contact Us:
New York Public Interest Research
Group Fund, Inc. (NYPIRG)
9 Murray Street, Lower Level
New York, NY 10007
Phone: (212) 349-6460
Fax: (212) 349-1366
Email: nypirg@nypirg.org
Website: www.nypirg.org
Facebook.com/nypirg
Twitter.com/nypirg

